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A Stated International Congress. 

On another page we give in full a memorial on the 
above subject, which was presented to the Legislature 
of Massachusetts by the Directors of the American 
Peace Society on the 16th of January. The memorial, 
as will be seen by consulting it, requests the Massa- 
chusetts Legislature to pass a resolution inviting 
Congress to authorize the President of the United 
States to propose to the governments of the world the 
establishment, in whatever way they may judge ex- 
pedient, of a regular international congress, to meet 
at stated periods, to deliberate upon such questions 
as .concern the nations jointly, and to make recom- 
mendations thereon to the governments. 

This memorial differs in one important respect from 
the petition introduced last year by a number of in- 
fluential citizens of Boston. That called for a regular 
world-legislature, with power to enact laws 'without 
the necessity of approval by the governments repre- 
sented. The present memorial suggests an interna- 
tional representative assembly which shall meet at 
stated times, study the various questions affecting 
the mutual relations of the nations, and make recom- 
mendations thereon to the governments for their 
action. All its conclusions would require ratification 
by the governments before becoming public law, and 
thus it would not encroach in any way upon the 
sovereignty and autonomy of the different countries. 



The directors of the American Peace Society 
appreciate fully the powerful trend of affairs at the 
present time toward such a unity and cooperation of 
the peoples of the earth as will probably ultimately 
necessitate the creation of a congress with real legis- 
lative powers for those matters of world-wide concern 
which' the nations cannot control acting separately. 
They do not think, however, that the time is ripe to 
ask the governments to attempt to go to this length 
in international organization. They do, however, 
believe most fully that the hour has arrived, in view 
of the present advanced state of international asso- 
ciation, dependence and cooperation, when a regular 
congress of the powers should be created, to meet for 
deliberation and recommendation at least once every 
five or seven years. This seems to them to be logic- 
ally the next great step forward in the promotion of 
the world's civilization, order and general prosperity. 
How there could be objection on the part of any 
government to taking this step they cannot see. 

The permanent international tribunal, which had 
been advocated for nearly a century, has been set up 
and is now in successful operation. Back of this 
great institution was a hundred years of successful 
experimenting with arbitration as a means of settling 
international controversies. In two hundred cases of 
dispute — many of them of great importance — the 
method had been found to work with conspicuous 
success. In view of this convincing record the prin- 
cipal powers, twenty-six of them, proceeded to organ- 
ize into a permanent system what had in so many 
special cases worked so well and accomplished so 
much. 

Now the logical complement of the permanent 
international court is a stated international congress. 
It is a most instructive fact of history that parallel 
with the long series of cases of arbitration which 
finally culminated in the Hague Court has run a 
series of international congresses, which must finally 
culminate in a similar way. This series began in 
1815, the very decade in which arbitration began its 
practical work, and ' the congresses have been held 
with increasing frequency down to the present time, 
— about every two years since 1889. No one, it 
seems to us, can examine carefully the list of these 
international gatherings, given with the memorial in 
this issue, without being greatly impressed with the 
lesson which it teaches. 

These congresses and conferences have not only 
grown in frequency, but they have become more and 



